THE  REBUILDING   OF  LONDON
the Customs and Excise, which was the great and almost
inexhaustible Security to borrow Money upon, were now
bankrupt, and would neither bring in Money nor supply
Credit'. The loans on them could not be met, and interest
accumulated. Chimney money, the third great branch, also
stopped coming in. London, 'the great conduit'1 of all these
revenues, was stopped and dried up. Charles could not
possibly ignore or discount these factors. His desire to enforce
improvements was undoubted, but it was bound to be tem-
pered by the needs of his policy and his government. For him
it was absolutely essential that rebuilding should begin soon
and proceed quickly.
In this he was at one with the City. For the latter speed was
vital. The whole machinery of city life was dislocated. The
wharves were piled high with rubbish, and the streets were
blocked with it. The landing stages were destroyed, the
markets burnt, and the water pipes cut. The City's own
property was mostly in ruins and its rents hard to collect.
But, far worse than the dislocation, was the fear that, if re-
building was long delayed, the citizens might not return.
This fear was well-grounded, and was no illusion born of smoke
and flames. For three generations or more the 'London area*
had been growing as a rival to the square mile of old London.
Craftsmen lived and throve in the suburbs, free from control
by the Companies, the costs of their membership and the
burden of their offices. There, and still farther afield, lived
those merchants who desired to escape the even greater burden
of governing the city. The Companies complained, but their
spasmodic efforts to enforce the rights given to them by
charters were vain. The City, petitioning the Crown in their
support, told the same tale, complaining that 'the freedom of
London which was heretofore of very great esteeme, is grown
to be little worth, by reason of the extraordinary enlargement
of the suburbs, where greate numbers of traders and handi-
craftsmen doe enjoy without charge, equall benefit with the
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